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educate the voters than to secure votes. " I have not
come to beg votes because these votes and the present
Assemblies are not worth a penny to me/' he told them.
*w I have brought you a message of friendship and good
wishes to achieve freedom for which you have fought for
years.    You are on the threshold of freedom......avail
yourself of this chance.    Don't miss the bus this time."
Addressing the newly elected members of the Con-
gress Parliamentary Party after the elections, he said,
" Yon are aware that up to now I have taken no direct
interest either in the formation of the Ministry or in its
working. The reason is quite clear. I have never had
any inclination for such things......, now....... friends
have impressed upon me that working the parliamentary
programme is also one of the ways of serving the poor
masses/'
On another occasion at Karachi, in a public address,
he was referred to as ' Sultan 5 ! His reply was charac-
teristic. " Brothers, I am very grateful to you for this.. ,.
address. I am very sorry, you have referred to me as
Sultan......Our movement of Khudai Khidniatgars was
not intended to create   Sultans.    You   know,   the  word
Sultan means a King and the word King......has spelt
poverty and misery......for the masses everywhere.....
You are violating the very fundamentals of the Khudai
Khidmatgar movement, when you talk of Sultans."
In October, 1946, Gandhiji set out for Noakhali to
build a golden bridge of reconciliation between Hindus
and Muslims after the fury that had broken loose as a
result of communal hatred preached by the protagonists
of the f Two Nations ' theory. It set up a chain of similar
communal outbreaks in other parts of the country in
Bihar, Calcutta, the U. P. and at last in the Punjab and in
Hazara in the Frontier Province and Sindh. It shook the
Khan Brothers to their depths but it only made their
faith burn brighter and clearer. In January^ 1947, Badshah
Khan set out to join Gandhiji on Ms mission of peace and
mercy in Bihar, where his dignity and poise, rock-like
firmness and abiding faith in the essential goodness of